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the Pitlad Taluka, and its shape is therefore not very compact for administrative purposes, one village being quite isolated and others running down to near the head of the G-ulf of Cambay. Its population was more dense even than that of Nadiad, and the fact of 86 per cent, of the whole arable area being under cultivation proved the generally prosperous condition of the people. In the twenty years preceding the Settlement the cultivated area had increased from 61,85"! to 64,393 acres, and the remissions in the last ten years had been only about 1 per cent. In the same period, however, the price of agricultural produce had risen very much, and it was noticeable that in the first ten of the twenty the average high rate of assessment, Es. 5 4a. 2p. per acre, had tended to prevent any but a small increase of cultivation. It would therefore not have been prudent to increase the burden of assessment and not leave a margin for a possible general fall of prices in a long lease of thirty years.
The subdivision was classed for maximum rates of dry-crop assessment in five groups, with a special group of nine villages near the Mahi river, much cut up by ravines, in which the soil was very apt to have the fertilising particles washed out of it. The maximum rate was Es.6, which was that adopted in the second group of Nadiad villages. The second group was lowered half a rupee, and the reductions in the other groups down to the fifth were by a gradation of four annas in each group, but that of the sixth was twelve annas less than in the group above, in consequence of the peculiarity in their formation just noticed. For rice water assessment the same plan as that adopted elsewhere, of fixing it at a rupee less than the dry-crop rate of such group, was proposed. The Eevenue Commissioner dissented from the principle involved in this, as it gave a double reduction in rice lands for distance from markets, which was not given in dry-crop and garden lands, but did not press his objection, as the area of rice was less than 5,000 acres out of a total of 67,250. The same maximum water-rate for garden land was adopted as in Nadiad, the circumstances of the two subdivisions being very similar. Care was taken to make all the allowances made in the latter in applying this rate to the lands under different wells. The general